
 

 

 

 

 

 

“MERCY ME!” 
      As the guest preacher on Sunday, April 27, I shared a 

message all about mercy. “The inclination to be gracious, 

kindness, to see the sufferings of others and act on their 

behalf” are only a few of the definitions of “mercy.”  

 Sound like anyone we know & love? His name is Jesus.  

 Jesus is all about mercy. Easter is all about mercy. 

Our reward for saying “yes” to God’s offer of new and 

eternal life is all about mercy.  

 And just in case you have a hard time believing that 

God wants to show you His mercy, here are a few Scriptures 

that will help:  

 

 

God is ALL mercy and grace – not quick to anger, is RICH in love. God is good to one and 

all; everything he does is suffused with grace. Psalm 145: 8-9, the Message 

 

Therefore the Lord is waiting to show you mercy, and rises up to show you compassion, 

for the Lord is a just God. All who wait patiently for him are happy. Isaiah 30:18 

 

Because of the Lord’s love we are not consumed, for his compassions—mercies—never 

fail. They are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 

 

All honor to God, the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ; for it is His boundless 

mercy that has given us the privilege of being born again so that we are now members of 

God’s own family. I Peter 1:3 

  

And Jesus, moved with compassion- mercy- put forth his hand and touched him (the man 

with leprosy) and said, “I WILL. Be clean.” Mark 1:4 

 

For you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. I Peter 2:10, NASB 

 

Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempted in every way that we 

are. But he did not sin! So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the 

throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with undeserved grace, and we will 

find help.  Heb. 4:15-16     

May your life overflow with God’s mercy!  --Jeanette  
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The lovely Easter flowers 

were given in Memory  

or Honor of:  
 

 In Memory of Reva & Harry Benefiel; 

George, Glenna, Rick, & Jim Veith  

from Steve and Debbie Benefiel 

 

 In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. 

Ewart; Sue Ann Ewart Peters; Mr. Glen 

Brower; Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Benson; Mr. 

& Mrs. Dwight Parkinson;  

and Annika Boerema  

 from Jerry and Mabel Benson  

 

 In Memory of Lloyd & Frances Lindsey, 

J. David Lindsey, Lehre´ Lindsey Fuller, 

and Elmer & Alice Bergdolt  

from Barbara & Terry Bergdolt 

 

 In Memory of Charles & Genevieve 

Willis  

and Gloria & Bill Hebermehl  

from Tom and Joanna Hebermehl 

 

 In Honor of Jesus 

 from Jeanette Levellie 

 

 In Memory of Evelyn &. Kenneth Griffin, 

Orris & Marjorie Kimball, Stephanie 

Kimball, Melany Wagoner, 

 and other loved ones 

 from Alvin & Juanita Kimball 

 

 

 In Memory of my parents David F. (Doc) 

& Ilse H. Smilie from Kathy R. Smilie 

 

 In Memory of our parents, Elizabeth & 

Donald Feutz and  

Bettie & John R. Blair, Jr. 

      from Jane & Steve Blair 

 

 In Memory of Paul Ruff  from Beth Ruff 

 

 In Memory of Dr. Jim Acklin  

from his family  

 

 In Memory of Rosemary & Kenneth 

Stephens and Walter Kimble 

from Mary Anna Ludington 

 

 In honor of my daughter, Mel 

McCollough, who will be graduating 

Cornell College in May  

(on Mother’s Day) 

from Lisa McCollough 

 

 In Memory of Lehre´ Lindsey Fuller, 

Lloyd & Frances Lindsey,  

J. David Lindsey  

      from Ken & Liz Gough and family 

 

 In memory of loved ones 

from Betty Piper 

 

 In Honor of Rhonda Scheiner  

from Ruth Anthony 

 

 Happy Easter!  

from Laurie and Rodger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 11: 

Mother’s Day/Celebrate the Gifts of 

Women Sunday. We will have a gift 

for each woman present. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
       The Methodist/Presbyterian 
Cooperative Vacation Bible School theme 
for this year is “Road Trip: On the Go 
with God.” It will take place the evenings 
of Sunday, July 6 to Thursday, July 10,  
at Otterbein Methodist Church this year. 
Please let your young friends (age 3 
through finishing 5th grade) know about 
VBS; and please let Beth know if you can 
help serve the dinner or teach the lesson. 
The planners are also looking for help 
with crafts and music – as few or many 
evenings as you can make it. The next 
planning meeting is Tuesday, May 13 at 
5:30 at Otterbein Methodist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLORE YOUR FAITH 

  The “Exploring our Faith” discussion group 

meets on Mondays from 5:15 to 6:30. Each 

session is “stand alone,” rather than 

continued from last week, so please feel free 

to drop in any time, or just occasionally; you 

wouldn’t feel like you were “behind” or 

jumping into the middle of something. Those 

who attend have the option of going out to 

dinner together following the sessions.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY CHOIR NEWS  
     In our last newsletter article, we were 

planning the Wednesday Lenten services, 

and Easter seemed far off. As usual, time has 

flown, and we are now in the post-Easter 

season.   

        The Wednesday noon services went 

well; attendance ranged from 20-35. Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter were 

each very special services, and we hope you 

were blessed by the music sung. Special 

thanks to those who helped prepare the food 

for our meal prior to the Thursday service.  

        Welcome back to Robert Howrey, who 

is back in the choir loft after a long stay in 

Florida – well, it seemed long to us! 

        Our challenge for May and June is to 

keep digging into those reserves of energy 

and enthusiasm that we mentioned last 

month. One week at a time, one anthem at a 

time, we will continue sharing our faith 

through music. Please join us in our journey.  

    --Susan 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
THE  CHRISTIAN CALENDAR 

 

June 8, Pentecost According to Acts 2, it 

was fifty days after Good Friday (or June 8 

this year) that God gave the gift of the Holy 

Spirit to empower the witnesses to Jesus’ 

resurrection. This same Spirit is offered to 

all his disciples, giving us visions of hope, 

freeing us to serve our neighbors, setting us 

to love one another. Therefore, on the Day of 

Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of the Holy 

Spirit, which enables us to observe and 

proclaim all that God has done and is doing 

for us, and all people. The first Pentecost is 

sometimes called “the birthday of the 

Christian Church.” Some people celebrate 

by wearing red, symbolizing the tongues of 

fire mentioned in Acts 2. We will also 

celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper on June 8.    

 

Trinity Sunday, June 15 – The Sunday 
after Pentecost each year is Trinity 
Sunday. It is an annual reminder of the 
threefold nature of God, so that we will 
not neglect any of the three persons – 
Father, Son, or Holy Spirit – or focus on 
one to the exclusion of the others.  

Sunday, June 15 

   We will expand the  
“Father’s Day” holiday a little, and also 
celebrate “Men of the Church Day,” 
expressing our appreciation for all the gifts 
that all men bring to the church.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
   As described in “The Christian 

Calendar” article in this newsletter, June 8 is 
the day of Pentecost, often considered to be 
the “birthday of the Christian Church” 
because of Acts 2: 41-42.  
         June 8 will 

also be the main 
collection date 
for the Pentecost 
Offering, one of 
the four special 
offerings of the 
Presbyterian Church USA. This offering is 
divided between programs which help 
children and youth at risk (poverty, schools, 
medical concerns) and programs which 
provide Christian education to children and 
youth (church camps, regional youth 
gatherings). Each congregation is to retain 
40% of its offering, to go to one of its 
ministries with children or youth.       

      

MAKE SOMEONE’S 

DAY!  

SEND A GREETING: 

 
 

 

 

 

Jeff Hodge, 310 S. Eads, #3 

 

Jane Bittner, 222 S. 25th St, # 212,  

Terre Haute, IN 47803 

 

Mary Anna Ludington, 520 E. Madison  

Bob & Alice Sprague, 721 E. Court 

St., Room 124  

 

Virginia Collier. 60 Oak Forest Rd., 

#119, Bluffton, SC 29910 



FAITH IN ACTION 

BENEFIT 

    A “Drive-Thru Pork 

Burger Sandwich” 

event (sandwich, baked 

beans, coleslaw, 

homemade cookies & brownies) to 

benefit Faith in Action  

 Day and time: Friday May 16, 

from 11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 Place: Across from First 

Christian Church on the corner of 

Main and Washington Streets 

(Please note, this is a change in 

location).  

 Price: donation 

 Outdoor seating will also be 

available this year, if you’d like 

to visit with others while you eat. 

And…  

 We Li Kit Farmstand will be on 

site to sell ice cream!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

     “Thank you for your generous donation. 

We are so grateful for you and your 

kindness, as well as your ongoing support of 

Faith in Action. Working together we can 

make a difference in the lives of residents of 

Edgar County who struggle to maintain their 

independence. God loves a cheerful giver 

and He blesses those who give!  

Gratefully,  

Darla Gleckler, Program Director,  

Faith in Action of Edgar County.”  

 

NEWS FROM MARCH AND APRIL 
SESSION MEETINGS: 

 Dan Selock, the representative 
from Presbytery, moderated both 
meetings 

 Session requested Dan to continue 
moderating through the May 
meeting, so they can be on the best 
path possible to find a new pastor  

 Discussed what they expected of an 

interim pastor 
 Dan led Session through the 

procedural issues to form the 
Pastoral Nominating Committee. 
This procedure was started .  

 
In the coming weeks, please pray for:  

 Our church,  

 Yourself,  

 To find the right interim pastor & 

permanent pastor,  

 Alice & Bob Sprague,  

 Al & Juanita Kimball,  

 Carolyn & Jeff Hodge, 

 Our nation and her leaders,  

 Virginia Collier,  

 Family of Jim Blue  

 Revival in Paris, IL 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

2 Barbara Palmer  

  Jane Bittner 

4 James Feutz 

  Jennifer Martin 

10 Jared Trogdon 

11 Brianna Blair Hasler 

12 Larry Jones 

14 Mary Anna Ludington 

    Kathryn Akerman 

15 Betty Piper 

16 Sara McCrocklin 

17 Adam Clawson 

19 Sam Roberts 

   Jenni Trogdon McKay 

24 Scott Lindsey 

27 Ross Penczek 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES  

19 Ken & Liz Gough 

25 Jeff & Sarah Penczek 

29 Brian & Tami O’Bannon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

2 Gareth Blair 

4 Scott Blair 

7 Susan Farris 

9 Sheryl Clark 

10 Johnathon Franklin 

14 Tom Ballard 

 Debra Jipp    

17 Amber Farris 

19 Mabel Benson 

21 Beth Ruff 

 Zach Gough 

23 Stephanie Benefiel 

24 Krayton Trogdon 

25 Steve Benefiel 

26 Barbara Bergdolt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
15 Tom & Joanna Hebermehl 

18 Terry & Barbara Bergdolt 

19 Alan & Christie Russell 

 Robert & Alice Sprague 

23 Steve & Debbie Benefiel 

 Tom & Lou Ballard 

28 Steve & Jane Blair 

30 Brian & Jessica Blair 


