

“Only in Luke”

The Lectionary is a set of recommended Bible readings around which one can plan sermons and worship services. One of its advantages is that, over a three-year period, it leads us to most of the most important parts of the Bible—rather than our just going back to our favorite passages over and over again. 


Each of the three Lectionary years has a featured gospel, and the gospel for this year (“Year C”) is Luke (“Year A” is Matthew, and “Year B” Mark and John). Many of our favorite Jesus stories are found only in the Gospel of Luke, so during this year we may be turning in worship to such Luke-exclusive stories as:

· John the Baptist’s parents, and his birth

· an angel’s visit to Mary, announcing that she will give birth to the Messiah

· Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem, no room at the inn, manger

· visit of shepherds to baby Jesus

· presentation of infant Jesus at the Temple (Simeon, Anna)

· Jesus at the Temple at age twelve – the only story we have of his childhood
· Jesus raises from death a widow’s only son (ch. 7)
· A list of women “disciples” who support Jesus (ch. 8)
· The Parable of the Good Samaritan (ch. 10)
· Jesus visits sisters Mary and Martha (ch. 10)
· The Parable of the Rich Fool (ch. 12)
· The Parable of the Prodigal Son (ch. 15)
· The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (ch. 16)
· The Parable of the Dishonest Manager (ch. 16)
· Jesus heals ten lepers; one says “thank you” (ch. 17)
· Jesus and Zacchaeus (ch. 19)
· The risen Lord walks with two disciples to Emmaus (ch. 24)
· Jesus ascends into heaven (ch. 24 – also in Acts 1, which was also written by Luke)
“Luke’s year” is officially over on November 24, but as you can see from the number of Advent and Christmas stories he presents, there’s a good chance we will be hearing from him for much of December too!

Pastor Jack Hoffman, of the Cornerstone Baptist Church here in Paris, was the main speaker at this year’s Memorial Day observance at the square. I (Rodger) thought he did a fine job, and he was kind enough to share a copy with me:
Last Full Measure

      At the dedication of a new military cemetery at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on November 19, 1863, statesman Edward Everett eloquently spoke for two hours. After his 13,000-word discourse President Abraham Lincoln took the podium and spoke less than 300 words. No one remembers Everett’s lecture, but Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address became one of America’s greatest speeches ever given. 

       In speaking of the thousands of dead Confederate and Union soldiers Lincoln coined the iconic phrase: “last full measure of devotion.” Five years later, on May 30, 1868, as Decoration Day began to gain widespread practice, General James Garfield (who later became the twentieth U.S. president) said during a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, “for love of country they accepted death, and thus resolved all doubts, and made immortal their patriotism and their virtue.” He then led 5,000 people to decorate the graves of more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers. 77 years later, in an address to Congress, speaking of World War 2 fallen soldiers, President Harry Truman stated: “Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can never be repaid. They have earned our undying gratitude. America will never forget their sacrifice.”  
And thirty- seven years later, in 1982, President Ronald Reagan laid a wreath at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier and said, “The sight before us is that of a strong and good nation that stands in silence and remembers those who were loved and who, in return, loved their countrymen enough to die for them.” 
         Yet with combined American losses in all wars and conflicts since the War of Independence approaching a million and a half, all the platitudes created, all the beautiful rhetoric of golden throated orators, all the flowery eloquent prose of gifted poets, all the carefully-structured speeches of appreciative Commanders-in-Chief can never truly express the everlasting gratitude that rises without end from the hearts of those who enjoy liberty’s blessings because of a fellow citizen’s sacrifice.  

         On this Memorial Day we join millions of Americans honoring those who died preserving our freedom along with a host of rights such as: speech, assembly, worship, possessing firearms to protect that freedom, voting our conscience, and so on. They were men and women who laid aside their personal agendas and desires and gave up their lives so that none of us would have to cower in fear under totalitarian domination. With great respect and deep gratitude we remember the fallen patriots, the heroes that gave their “last full measure of devotion.”  
In humility and awe we say “thank you.”
SANCTUARY CHOIR NEWS
   The ladies of the choir won the numbers battle over the men again this year, but only by one. We had six women on Father’s Day and five men on Mother’s Day.  
   In all my many, many, MANY years of being choir director, I do believe this has been the worst year for consistent attendance! However, I am always the optimist. When fall comes, we will begin again and hopefully we’ll get back on track. 
   In the meantime, please support our summer musicians with your attendance and attention. As I mentioned in last month’s article, we occasionally have a guest performing during the Prelude, and he or she is sometimes overshadowed by conversations in the sanctuary. 
   I look forward to continued good music and meaningful worship in the coming months. See you in church!


---Susan



The congregation is invited to the wedding of Karol Farris and 

Chris Schilling, 

Saturday, August 10, 2:30 p.m.
Please RSVP by July 19 to www.theknot.com/us/karolandchris
or speak to Susan.



July Birthdays

4
Kinsley Gough      

8
David Hoff


Kenneth Ludington

11
Sarah Penczek

14
Elizabeth Gough

16
Philip Church

20
Rick Phillips

31
Misty Smith

July Anniversaries


14
Phil & Karen Scott

20
Rodger Allen/Laurie Williams

22
Jeff & Carolyn Hodge

25
Larry & Carol Jones

August Birthdays
3
Meredith Penczek

6
Jim McCulloch

10
Robert Howrey


Karen Scott



13
Mike McCrocklin

14
Clark Piper


Jeanette Levellie

15
Mindy Lolie

16
Emma Scott


Skyler Davis

17
Kay McCulloch

21
Melfina McCollough

22
Lanee Pfeiffer

23
Gwyneth Blair



Logan Blair

24
Dodie Turner

25
Seth Gough

27
Alice Sprague

31
Tom Hebermehl
August Anniversaries

8
Kevin & Amber Farris   
26
Gaye & Dodie Turner

27
Phil & Amy Church

31
Jim & Susan Farris

CHURCH FAMILY OF THE WEEK

     Our “Church Family of the Week” program gives us a chance to lift up a different family (group or individual) of our congregation each week, include them in our daily prayer for our families and friends, and to send cards or greetings or in some other way to let them know we are glad they are part of our church family. The “Church Family of the Week” is listed in our Sunday bulletins. If you missed one or more of those recent announcements, I’ll bet those families wouldn’t mind if you prayed for them this week. Those recently listed are:

Misty Smith
251 W. Wood St., Paris

Bob & Alice Sprague
305 S. Jefferson, Paris. 

Steve on Stewardship

     A recent Barna Group study titled Why the Generations Approach Generosity Differently made the following two points: 

1. “Though we often think of generosity in terms of financial gifts, its simplest definition is giving to others, whether of money, time, attention or other resources. This study covers five main categories of giving: traditional monetary support (just 1 in 5 practicing Christians express this most frequently), as well as emotional support (25%), gifts (16%), hospitality (7%) and service and volunteering (31%), which is the most common expression of generosity among practicing Christians.” 

2. And second -   “Beyond knowing what people most often give, knowing how and why people give is important in understanding Christian generosity. Expressing compassion and making a difference tend to be key motivators. Almost half of practicing Christians believe that “true” generosity is “always” driven by compassion (46%), and four in 10 (41%) say that it should always be impactful for the recipient. Conversely, few believe that authentic generosity is about its timing, whether spur-of-the-moment (15%) or planned (13%).”


      While this points to one aspect of the “why” of giving, it is important to recognize that there is a large element of trust in our generosity. From the early days of the church and continuing to the present, we trust in God to guide us and to make us each responsible for our actions, and that includes our generosity in the use of the resources that God has entrusted us to be stewards of during our lifetime. As Rodger so appropriately stated in his sermon on June 2 - “We are called to trust in God in the use of our finances, to give generously out of that trust . . . when we give through our trust in God’s abundance, then our generous giving is out of Christian freedom.”  
DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . that at least 78 different people participated in Paris Presbyterian Church worship services or other activities during the month of May? 

SUMMER CHURCH DATES TO REMEMBER:
JULY 2019

Every Sunday: 
10:30 Worship, 
11:30 Fellowship Time

July 2: 5:00 VBS Planning
    Meeting

July 4: Happy 
Independence Day! Church office closed in honor of our independence
July 9: 1:30 Worship
 Committee
July 14-July 18: Cooperative
 VBS at FUMC 5:15 dinner; 

 5:45-8:00 VBS

July 14: 4:30 Mission Task
 Force

July 19: 6:00 VBS program and ice cream
AUGUST

Aug. 3: 2 to 9 p.m. Relay for Life
at Twin Lakes Park

Aug. 4: 10:30 Missionary Andrew &
 family in worship 
 Sacrament of the
 Lord’s Supper

Aug. 10: Wedding of Karol Farris

 and Chris Schilling – the
 congregation is invited. Please 

 RSVP by July 19 to www.theknot.com/us/karolandchris
 or speak to Susan 
Aug. 13 5:30 Stewardship Committee

Aug. 13: 7-8 p.m. Session
Aug. 29: 10 a.m. Presbytery
 Meeting, at Taylorville
Sept.1: 11:40 Membership & Evangelism Committee

TBA in August: Ice Cream Social

Puppet Practice Resumes

PLEASE JOIN US FOR…

FARM FRESH FAITH VBS

Sunday, JULY 14-Friday, July 19


DINNER

GAMES

CRAFTS

BIBLE STORIES

SINGING

PRE-K THROUGH 6TH GRADE

SUN. – THURS.: 5:15-5:40 P.M. DINNER IN THE 

“BARNYARD BISTRO” AND VBS: 5:45-8 P.M.

FRIDAY: 6:00 CLOSING PROGRAM AND “FARM FAIR FINALE”

1ST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 324 W. COURT ST, PARIS

Sponsored by Paris and New Providence Presbyterian, First, Otterbein and Vermilion Methodist Churches.

Please let us know if you are coming. Call 465-5118 

or email office@parispresbyterian.org
COME AS MANY NIGHTS AS YOU CAN!
NEWS FROM SESSION

Business at the June meeting of the church Session included: 

· Extending an invitation to the Paris High School football team, to host them for dinner before one of their games (as other churches have done the last two years). UPDATE: - That will happen Sept. 19, 5:15
· Our monthly monitoring  of the church’s financial picture. Our thanks goes to Susan Farris and Steve Blair, for getting us the numbers each month. 

· Discussion of many of the summer events you’ll find described elsewhere in this newsletter
· Approval of two mission disbursements
· A report on the June 6 Presbytery meeting

· Opening devotions and prayer; prayer for the Worship Committee; and closing prayer time

     Please sign up for watering our gorgeous gardens, planters (5), by our front church sign, and under our four large trees—the front two by the parking lot and two near the west side entrance walkway. Sign-up sheet is in the back of the sanctuary. Please take a week, if you are able, so the work doesn’t fall on only a small group of people. Thank you for your help in keeping our grounds beautiful!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
   Please find elsewhere in this issue

an invitation to our cooperative VBS July 14-19, and please invite all  your young friends (Pre-kindergarten through grade 6) to attend, even if they can’t come every evening. The following opportunities to help are still available: 

· 20-minute lesson (presented twice) Tuesday 7-16

· 20-minute lesson (presented twice) Thursday 7-18

· Supplies or servers for dinner Tuesday 7-16

· Accompanying a class through its activities on some or all evenings

Please contact Beth Ruff if you can help with the dinner, and Rodger Allen regarding the other opportunities. 


AUGUST 4
   We welcome back a special guest in worship Sunday, August 4: Mission worker Andrew and his family will return, to share with us about his mission work to northern Africa, which includes translating the news of Jesus’ love into the many languages there. Please reserve the date now, to attend worship; details on other ways to visit with them that weekend will be announced soon. If you would like to see the most recent newsletter about his work and about the family, please contact Rev. Rodger
RELAY FOR LIFE

Mark your calendars now for this year’s Relay for Life, Saturday, August 3, 2 P.M. to 9 P.M., as our church will once again provide a team of walkers for this annual Paris fundraiser, to raise money for cancer research and patient service programs, through the American Cancer Society. You are invited to consider participating in one or more of the following ways: (1) taking a one-hour walking shift as part of the team (2) making a pledge 
to financially support one of our walkers, or the whole team. A sign-up sheet for walkers is on the table at the back of the sanctuary. 
FISH FRY
The popular annual Fish Fry at New Providence Church will take place August 17 this year, from 4 to 7 P.M. , CT. They may try to add a drive-through option this year!


CALLING THE CHURCH: We’ve had some issues lately with people calling the church and getting a recording that our number has been disconnected. It hasn’t! What has happened is that New Wave updated their system, and in some areas it is now required that if you use a land line to call certain numbers, you will need to dial the 1 + area code to get through. I know, I know. It is primitive! But they didn’t ask us before they did this. Anyway, if you use a land line to call us, please dial 1-217-465-5118. If you use a cell, you may simply dial the seven-digit number as usual.

The Presbyterian Church

241 W. Court St., Paris, IL 61944

217-465-5118 fax: 463-1471

� HYPERLINK "http://www.parispresbyterian.org" �www.parispresbyterian.org�

office@parispresbyterian.org



Pastor:  Rev. Rodger Allen

Music Director:  Susan Farris

Administrative Assistant: Jeanette Levellie 

Custodian:  Cheryl Clark





